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Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans

Saturday, 7:00 a.m.
GRACE AND TRUTH: DISCOVERING THE FULNESS OF JESUS
5. “ Christ:  The Protector of Life!?”                       
Scripture:   John 6: 15-21; 10:11-28                                                     
Theme:  “The Christ who has the power to save is the good Shepherd who alone provides security!”                                
Introduction

Each New Year people across America tend to reflect on the events of the by-gone year and to look forward to the New Year.  New Year’s resolutions are proposed and presented.  There’s a sense of hope and anticipation for happiness, peace, good health, prosperity, wholesome relationships and a sense of security.                            
That last word “security” forms the foundation for all the other hopes.  Security means being protected, to be held firmly in place; it refers to being guarded against harm, danger, or hazardous exposure.  As a result, security renders a freedom from fear, apprehension or worry.                        
The problem with security is its source.  Where does one look to find the ingredients or factors that will guarantee or result in such a feeling or frame of mind?  Actually true security is an illusion, because it is just that—a feeling, a state of mind.  Yet, because of the insecure world we live in, we desperately desire it.           
As we continue our study of the Gospel of John, we learn that true security can not be found in things, circumstances, events or even good health, rather it rests in a person. When we put our faith in the person, power and trustworthiness of Jesus Christ, He gives us a sense of security in life and in death because He is the Protector of life.    This is the message the Apostle John teaches in the fifth sign/miracle of Jesus.                                                    
In John 6:15-21, we find the disciples on the Sea of Galilee when suddenly they are caught in a life-threatening storm.  In the midst of this potential tragedy, Jesus comes and stills the storm. Security is in Him.  Later as He teaches, in the fifth I AM statement (John 10:11-28), Jesus identifies Himself as the Good Shepherd who knows His sheep.  Our security does not lie in the absence of trouble or turmoil; God knows that life is full of storms and dangers.  He knows the deeper dangers inherent in life’s circumstances.  The Christian’s security is not the promise of freedom from trouble, but in the midst of our trouble Christ’s promise is that we are His sheep.  We belong to Christ and He has the power to change problems into possibilities.  As the Good Shepherd, Jesus shows us that He does not merely feed His flock, but He protects them as well.  Our security in life then comes from knowing that we belong to Christ and that He promised never to leave us or to forsake us—no matter what the circumstances may be!
I.  SECURITY WHEN FACING LIFE’S STORMS     (John 6:15-21)
1.   What great miracle has just taken place in John 6:11-13 and how did the people respond to it?  John 6:15               
· How did Jesus react to their enthusiasm?        
· What further insights does Matthew give concerning Jesus’ behavior and the instructions He gives to His disciples?  Matt. 14:22-23

2.   As the disciples entered a boat to cross the sea of Galilee, what crisis did they face?  John 6:17-18 

· Who hadn’t joined them yet?
3.    What miraculous feat did the disciples see Jesus perform?  How did they react to it?  John 6:19-20                                            
· According to Matthew what was Peter’s reaction and response?  Matt. 14:28-30            
4.     As soon as Jesus drew near to the boat, what did He say to the disciples and what further miraculous event took place once he entered the boat?  John 6:20-21
·    This is the fifth sign or miracle John records.  What does this sign teach you about Jesus as the Messiah, Son of God?  (John 20:30,31)
·     In what troubling circumstances or events have you felt threatened and how did Jesus’ presence and power bring calm and a sense of security into your life?
II. SECURE IN THE PROMISES OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD     (John 10:11-25)
Through this fifth sign we discover that just because you are a follower of Jesus Christ does not automatically mean you are immune from life’s storms and troubles.  In Mark’s Gospel we read: “and He saw them toiling in rowing.” (6:48). Notice that, He saw them, He came to them, and He calmed them.  With that background take a fresh look at the person and promises of Jesus as He makes further claims about Himself in this fifth “I AM.”
1.    Having described Himself as the “Door of the Sheep”, (John 10:9) what identification does Jesus now apply to Himself?  John 10:11                
· Read Isaiah 40:11 and Ezek. 34:11-16, 22-24.  how do you see Jesus taking these scriptures and applying them to Himself ?
· When Jesus uses the term Good as a Shepherd, with whom do you think He compares Himself?  What is He saying about them and about Himself?  Ezek 34:1-10; Jer. 10:21; Psalm 23
2.    How does Jesus describe Himself and His relationship with His sheep?  John 10:11, 14, 17-18, 28?
· By referring to Himself as the Good Shepherd, what further claims is Jesus making about Himself?  
3.   What additional claims does Jesus make about Himself  in John 10:15-18 that can give His followers a greater confidence in Him?  John10:15-18
· How can Jesus’ words in this passage, (John 10:11-18) give a sense of security to those who follow Him?
4.    As Jesus continues to define His role as the Good Shepherd, what more did He say about His sheep and the security He gives them?  John 10:27-28       
· What makes you feel secure in your relationship with God?
· In light of this passage how would you respond to someone who thinks a Christian can “fall from grace” (Gal. 5:4) and lose his salvation?
III. SECURING INNER CONFIDENCE THROUGH JESUS

 Using this fifth miracle as another sign to reveal the fulness of Jesus, John demonstrates Jesus as the Protector of Life.  Because He is the Good Shepherd doesn’t mean that His sheep will not go through the valleys of life, but that He promises to be, there as well.  “Being safe is no more dependent on the saint then being saved is upon the sinner!”
1.   What is the first thing Jesus said to His disciples (and to us) in the midst of the storm?  John 6:20                  
· What are the promises of God in the following scripture?  Ps. 23:4; Is, 43:1-3; Is. 26:34
2.    What are some reasons why many Christians do not experience the peace of God when storms come?  Matt. 14:31;  Is. 59:1,2; I John 2:15-17; James 2:26; Rom. 12:1-2
3.     What storms have come into your life and how has the Christ of your faith, being the Good Shepherd, calmed your fears?                          
· Under what circumstances are you often unwilling to allow Christ to enter your problems or troubling situations?
4.     How do you know you are one of Christ’s sheep and what has He promised that has given you a sense of security in your life?              
APPLICATION
If a sense of security is primarily a feeling or state of mind, how can the miracle of Jesus in this fifth sign and His claim to be the “Good Shepherd” establish a greater sense of security in your life?
